
FORT CALGAR Y - SHARING OUR HISTORY - BUILDING OUR COMMUNITY

DECEMBER 2005

President’s Message
Fort Calgary is once again able to reflect on another exciting and
prosperous year.  There has been a lot of activity at the Fort during
the Centennial year and we are proud of our accomplishments in
2005.

September 1 2005, Alberta's Centennial day was a real highlight as
the community gathered for the unveiling of the Colonel Macleod
statue. The statue was a Centennial gift from the RCMP Veterans
Calgary. It is a distinct and beautiful addition to our site. Fort Calgary
also wish to thank all of the RCMP Veterans who worked so hard
to make this project a reality. Special thanks go  to Gus Buziak and
Walt Sedler for their vision and dedication to honouring such a great
man.

A replica of the Colonel Macleod statue at Fort Calgary was un-
veiled in Ottawa on November 11 2005, as the RCMP National
Memorial to the 209 members of the force who have lost their lives
in the line of duty since the formation of the NWMP. The memorial
acknowledges the location of the original statue at Fort Calgary.

Over the season, I have been asked several times to speak about the first Christmas at Fort Calgary. The Fort in 1875 was a dark,
lonely, and cold place but that did not appear to deter the men from celebrating in fine style.

Quoting from the diary of Cecil Denny, NWMP, 1875:
"I returned to Calgary on Christmas Night and found the troop spending the evening in old Christmas style, a Christmas dinner being
giving by the non-commissioned officers and men, to which most of the civilians at Calgary were invited.A pleasant evening was
spent, the first Christmas ever celebrated at Calgary. The previous evening a dance had been held at the billiard hall, built that fall.
The ladies consisted of half breed belles who turned out in numbers well dressed and some not at all bad looking. A jolly time was had
at some of those old time dances held at Macleod  - but  Calgary the first few years the police came in, went far ahead, for fun and
good hearty exercise, of any of the prim and select affairs held since the country has come to be settled."

It was very interesting to me that the "Calgary does it best!" theme started in 1875!

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the staff we wish you a happy and safe holiday season and all the best in 2006. Thank you
all for your support as we bring this very important piece of our history to life.

Sara-Jane Gruetzner, President & CEO

Colour party during the
unveiling of the statue at

Fort Calgary,
September 1, 2005.

Gus Buziak, Terry McCoy,
Walt Sedler & Toby Lawrence

at the statue in Ottawa,
November 11, 2005.
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News from Volunteer Resources
Fort Calgary hosted its Annual Volunteer Recognition Event on September 22, 2005. The event started with volunteers and their
guests participating in a Drum Circle Workshop facilitated by Judy Atkinson, Circles of Rhythm. This year Fort Calgary had the
pleasure of handing out 47 commitment awards to volunteers who reached award levels in our recognition program and 5 merit
awards to volunteers who demonstrated outstanding achievement. Seven of the commitment awards were given to volunteers who
contributed 10 years of service to Fort Calgary and attained lifetime status. Three of these Lifetime Award recipients are featured
in this newsletter and the remaining four will be featured in a future publication.

Dianne Precosky, Volunteer Resource Coordinator

Photo to left, Merit Award Recipients Jill Browne and Lorraine
McLean. In photo to right, John Zinck participates in Drum Circle
at September 22 Recognition Event.

WINTERFEST V OLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Join the fun at Fort Calgary's Winterfest Event on Saturday,
February 11, 2006.  Volunteer positions for the day include:

Orientation Room Supervisors
Craft Supervisors
Game Supervisors
Theatre and Reception Hosts
Craft and Game Volunteers
Chinook the Snowy Owl Mascot

Recruitment for these positions begins in December. If you are inter-
ested in being a Winterfest Volunteer, call Dianne, Volunteer Resource
Coordinator at 290-1875. Information on these and other volunteer
opportunities is available on our website at www.fortcalgary.com

 

Photo above shows Lifetime Award Recipients David
Allen, Marvel Miller Evelyn, Pauline Chambers, Ellis
Bartkiewicz and Geoff Winter. Missing from photo are
Ralph Toews and Don Molyneaux.

Education Update
The fun of Alberta's Centennial year is drawing to a close. Fort Calgary's Exhibition "How We Played from 1905 to 2005" provided
thousands of visitors with the opportunity to enjoy seeing historic toys and games and then playing with replicas such as a Raggedy
Ann doll, Thomas the Tank Engine train set, Hungry Hippo, and the computer game called Madagascar. Every weekend in August,
people from local clubs and several Fort Calgary volunteers set up games like Scrabble, Table Hockey, Crokinole, and Cranium and
encouraged visitors to join in the fun.

As we look towards the new year, Fort Calgary will develop an art exhibition focused on the Mounted Police as an historic and
modern icon of Canada. Artwork by well known artists such as Arnold Friberg, Robert Magee, Harry O'Hanlon, and Thomas
Edwards will be featured along with artwork of local amateur and professional artists from the Calgary area. Watch for an artist's
call out with more information about the show, then put on your artist's cape and create something to submit to the jury who will
choose the pieces for the show. The show will be exhibited in the James Wilson Gallery in July and August 2006.

Also in the new year, we will be taking a fresh look at the Fort Calgary School Discovery Programs. The needs of volunteers, the
schools, and Fort Calgary have changed over the past many years and we find it necessary to see what other creative ways our
School Programs can be offered to the teachers and students in and around Calgary.

Gerry Hawley, our Collections Computer Volunteer, has worked very hard during this past year to get our Collections Database
functioning properly. Gail Kessler has started to input a huge backlog of records. We are looking for another one or two people who
would be interested in learning about cataloguing artifacts and entering the information into the database. Call Dianne if you would
like to help.

Our best wishes for a Happy Holiday Season and we wish you health and happiness in the coming year.
Wendy Aitkens, Education Manager
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Marvel Miller Evelyn

Marvel comes from a pioneering background in both Manitoba and Alberta. In 1963, she came to Calgary to
fulfill a yen to live in the Province where her maternal grandparents had homesteaded in 1906. She grew up on
wonderful stories of prairie life around Elnora, a small community east of Red Deer. Calgary was a small city
when she arrived, not at all like Ottawa where she had been raised, or Toronto where she had been a Pediatric
Nursing Instructor at The Hospital for Sick Children. Her first position was at the Calgary General Hospital
School of Nursing. At the time, there was no opening on the Children's ward so she was assigned to teach
Surgical Nursing for a short time before she moved to the Infant Ward. During her forty-year career in
Nursing Education and Administration, she moved from the CGH to the Foothills Hospital and then to the
University of Calgary. Her last position before retiring in 1995 was Director of the University of Calgary
Health Services.

Marvel has been affiliated with Fort Calgary since 1991, when she became a volunteer on the Education Sub-
Committee of the Board of Directors. This Committee evolved through several mandates in a very short time.
Marvel became a Director on the Board in 1995 and progressed through the executive positions of Secretary,
Vice-President and was President in 2000-2001 at the time the 1888 Barracks was opened. She has also been

a tour guide, interpreter and storyteller. Her favourite role was playing her maternal grandmother, circa 1934, telling stories of life on
the Homestead. Recently Marvel completed a research project on 'THE RAILWAY ERA - 1966 TO 1975". During this time she
was delighted to make friends with former Alderman John Ayer who was so instrumental in saving the Fort Calgary land as a
Historic Site.

Marvel's husband, Bill, a retired Commander in the Naval Reserve, is on the Board of Directors of the Naval Museum. She enjoys
her three stepchildren, five grandchildren and a calico cat name Zoë.

Pauline Chambers

Curatorial volunteer, Pauline Chambers, was born on a farm in Prestville, Alberta, 50 kilometers north of
Grande Prairie. Here she lived until she was 9 years old and then her family moved to Edmonton. In this city
she attended high school and then the University of Alberta where she received a Bachelor of Arts Degree.
Pauline continued her education at the University of Toronto earning a Bachelor of Library Science. She
returned to Edmonton, married and then moved to Calgary where she and her husband raised 2 sons and a
daughter.

After retiring from 13 years of employment at Alberta Lotteries, Pauline decided to give back to the commu-
nity and saw a notice for volunteering at Fort Calgary in the Neighbours Section of the Calgary Herald. Thus,
in 1995 she became a curatorial volunteer at the Fort and continues to volunteer as such today. Over the past
10 years, she also volunteered in the Gift Shop where her job evolved into a staff position. Pauline has seen
phenomenal changes at our site during her time with us. She likes the friendly, welcoming atmosphere of Fort
Calgary as well as interacting with visitors, both local and those from afar. She enjoys working with the artifact
collection as it brings back childhood memories. Pauline was nominated for a White Hat Award for her
contribution to Fort Calgary and she received runner up in the competition in 2001. She has volunteered for the

Alberta Ballet and most recently for the YMCA in Shawnessey. Pauline's other interests include her 5 grandchildren, cycling,
cooking, playing bridge, walking, and exercising every week, traveling, reading and crossword puzzles.

Ellis Bartkiewicz

Ellis Bartkiewicz was born in Wolseley, Saskatchewan. She was named Ellis after the community of Ellisboro
in the Qu'Appelle Valley where she and her family lived. They moved to Alberta because her father wanted to
get away from the cold Saskatchewan winters. Ellis studied nursing at the University of Alberta Hospital in
Edmonton. She was married in Olds and raised a family in Calgary. Ellis started to attend classes at the
University of Calgary in 1973 and in 1978 graduated with a Fine Arts Degree. She went on to receive a B.A.
in Art History during the time when all 4 of her children were also students at the University.

Because of her interest in the history of Calgary, Ellis decided to become a Fort Calgary volunteer. When she
started volunteering in 1995, her first project was a video to promote the facility to travel agents. Over the
years, Ellis has done photos and videos of Special Events and a major video project for the Curatorial Depart-

ment on the artifacts at Fort Calgary. Ellis likes the pleasure of taking photographs at our Special Events as well as photos of the
Community Garden and also volunteers as a photographer and videographer for The Calgary Folk Music Festival, Afrikadey! and
Minkha Sweaters (Bolivia). This year she did a major volunteer project for Christian Childcare International. Ellis has her own
website on which she includes Fort Calgary activities from time to time.
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Deane House: Monday to Friday 11 AM - 3 PM, Saturday & Sunday 10 AM - 3 PM, reservations recommended: 269-7747
Interpr etive Centre: open year round: daily 9AM - 5PM (closed New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Christmas Eve, Christmas
Day, Boxing Day)
Deane House and Officer’s Mess are also available for private functions on evenings and weekends. Please call: 290-1875
ext.241
Fort Calgary, 750 - 9th Avenue SE, PO Box 2100 - Stn.M (106), Calgary, AB, Canada, T2P 2M5
phone: (403)290-1875 / fax: (403)265-6534 / email: info@fortcalgary.com / web: www.fortcalgary.com

JULY 1 E v e n t s
2 0 06

For up-to-date
information, please visit

our website at
www.fortcalgary.com

FEBRUARY 11
Winterfest
Carnival

MAY 14
Mother ’s Day

Brunch

MAY 23
133rd birthday of
the formation of

the NWMP

JULY 1
Canada Day

AUGUST 7
Heritage Day

NOVEMBER 11
Ar tisan’s Fair

Fort Calgary Patron Honored
Dr. Margaret (Marmie) Hess [photo - bottom left], along with five other outstanding
Albertans, was awarded the Alberta Order of Excellence by Lieutenant Governor
Norman Kwong at Government House on October 20, 2005. Described as the "quin-
tessential western Canadian… (Marmie's) contributions to Alberta and Canada range
from her work in the fields of education, business and the environment, through her
tireless promotion of Albertan and Canadian culture, art and history."
As a member, donor and Campaign Cabinet Volunteer, Marmie has contributed to
Fort Calgary's growth and success. The Board, staff and volunteers wish to con-
gratulate Marmie on this well deserved recognition.

Casino Results
Fort Calgary is pleased to announce that our Casino held in July raised
approximately $83,000! Proceeds from the event will go toward the operation
of Fort Calgary. We thank all who volunteered with a special thank you to
Ray Wilson for once again managing the fundraising Casino for us.

 

Happy holidays
and a wonderful and healthy 2006
from everybody at Fort Calgary!


