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PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS

If you want to explore the museum, book this program! Become a NWMP
officer, then role-play a real life Calgary train drama (for younger students
only), complete with costumes for each student! Teachers and adult
leaders take over as students uncover clues throughout the museum using
our scripted scavenger hunt.

Grades: All

MUSEUM TOUR

Shake hands with an artifact and make friends with a museum! Listen to
the sounds of the prairies in Calgary’s past and hear a North West Mounted
Police tale from a surprise storyteller. Students will handle Mountie
artifacts, try on NWMP uniforms, and explore our museum.

Grades: ESC & 1

MEET THE MOUNTIES

Linking social studies and science, this program keeps your students
moving! Discuss Calgary’s past and how different types of buildings have
been made and used. Students will then work together to build a child-
sized log cabin and then travel through the museum to further explore
buildings and their materials.

Grades: 1-3

BUILDING CALGARY

Our most popular program celebrates the diversity of our prairie home!
Build a 3-D map of our city and celebrate the language and culture of
Calgary’s founding communities. Students will enjoy dressing in
costumes, learning new languages, and handling artifacts as they learn
about what makes different cultures unique.

Grades: 1-3

CALGARY: A PRAIRIE COMMUNITY
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Become history detectives and investigate the luggage of early Calgarians.
Students will first discuss ideas of citizenship and community responsibility,
and then in smaller groups they will handle artifacts and primary sources in
order to determine the factors of Quality of Life in the past.

Grades: 3-4

CITIZENS CALGARY

Discover the history of Calgary’s birthplace and how settlement has
impacted the local ecology. Students learn about early communities in
Calgary and how they interacted with the environment. They will analyze
artifacts to discover how everyday items have changed and how the
sustainability of our society may have shifted since the Mounties first
arrived here.

Grades: 4

WASTE & OUR CHANGING WORLD

Students will explore our 40-acre site, will gain knowledge on local native
plants, the uses of these plants historically and today, and will learn about
important pollinators in our area.

Grades: 4

PLANTS & POLLINATORS (Seasonal Program)

Follow in the footsteps of Mountie artists Henri Julien and Richard Nevitti.
Students will join us in various spaces in Fort Calgary in order to learn how to
focus on observing the world around them. Discover through sketching how
the Mounted Police were inspired by and relied on the prairie landscape.

Grades: ALL

SKETCHING
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Students will learn about about animal adaptations, wetland creature
identification, and the importance of wetland ecosystems through hands-
on activities and a visit the wetlands in Fort Calgary's backyard. Continue
the conversation back at school with a variety of take away activities.

Grades: 5

WETLANDS: MORE THAN MOSQUITOS (Seasonal Program)

Book this interdisciplinary program, that combines art, ELA, and social
studies to learn about important people from Calgary's past. Students will
create a comic book based on these stories.

Grades: 4-6

CALGARY SUPERHEROES

Laugh out loud at the comic-book style illustrations that will introduce
your students to the story of NWMP Captain Deane and his Deane House.
Students will learn what it was like to be a Mountie under Captain Deane
by going through our Ranks & Recruitment Drills and after successful
completion of the drills they will go on patrol seeking evidence
throughout the museum and even throwing a wanted man in jail!

Grades: 4-5

THE LIFE & TIMES OF CAPTAIN DEANE

Uncover the story of Calgary’s oldest National Historic Site with a hands-
on dig. Students will sharpen their observation and analytical skills as they
inquire about the artifacts they find. An “archaeological conference” gives
your students the opportunity to measure, describe, and share their
discoveries and to think critically about what they have found and the
meaning behind the items.

Grades: 4-6

ARCHAEOLOGY
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Students will begin with an overview of Canadian exploration and
settlement. They will then immerse themselves in history while working to
research and understand the stories of people who helped settle Calgary
and the West. Historical thinking is encouraged with a variety of primary
and secondary sources such as newspapers, photographs, diary entries,
artifacts, maps, charts, and more! Students don period costume to bring
their research to life in a play that they create to tell their character’s
story. This is a two hour program.

Grades: 5-6

SETTLING THE WEST 

Integrate drama to your social studies visit and extend your
comprehension of early Calgary settlers by turning your half day
program into a great full day. We highly suggest this option because it
allows students to use Fort Calgary’s newly renovated theatre along
with costuming/props to showcase their educational play and it allows
your students the freedom and time it takes to fully research and
creatively present their Settling the West character by adding this
option (+1.5 hours).

Grades: 5-6

SETTLING THE WEST (THEATRE OPTION)

Students will slow down, learn to look closely, examine local native
plants species, and use poetry as a means to learn about their
surroundings.

Grades: 4 and 6

POETRY, PROSE AND PLANTS (Seasonal Program)
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Book the afternoon and have students experience early Calgary’s democratic
system with a mock trial based on the morning’s discoveries. Costumes and
scripts bring the material to life! Some pre-visit work required.

Grades: 5-6

MOUNTIE CSI: PART 2

March with the Mounties as students get an in depth look at Canada
during the time of Confederation. Students will explore important
events and factors that led to the NWMP establishing Forts in Western
Canada. Follow the Mounties and discover the excitement and fear that
they encountered on the Great March West. Using artifacts students will
be encouraged to think critically and explore how the Mounties
prepared and packed for their trek. This is a two hour program.

Grades: 5-7

THE GREAT MARCH WEST

students become NWMP police detectives and investigate a real historic
crime from Calgary’s past. Using forensic science experiments, they will
log and analyze the evidence thoroughly before thinking critically and
deciding on guilt or innocence. Some pre-visit work is required.

Grades: 5-6

MOUNTIE CSI: PART 1

Students will understand the importance of the making of Treaty 7,
explore the Fort Calgary site, and read and write poetry as a way to
examine this important historic event. Students will also understand
how Treaty 7 is a living document that impacts us all today.

Grades: 5 and 7

TREATY 7 POETRY
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Students will explore our 40-acre site in order to gain knowledge on the
Blackfoot's understanding of our world. They will explore the importance
of local native plant species, learn local ecological indicators, and find out
how this knowledge can help up live better in our world today.

Grades: 7

TRADITIONAL ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE & APPLICATIONS
(Seasonal Program)

Engage your students with a program designed to teach critical reading
& looking as they critique language and design in a museum setting.
Students will use their critique to think about audience
and perspectives in order to re-write a museum panel.

Grades: 7-9

CRITIQUE THE MUSEUM

Bring your students to learn about the unique story of the fur trade in
our local Treaty 7 context, visit two historic buildings from the original
HBC post, and understand the role of the Metis Nation in our region.

Grades: 5 and 7

LOCAL CONTEXT: THE FUR TRADE


